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CONTROLLING WEEDS IN THE GARDEN

the five rows were a total loss. I saw this happen to a commercial
grower who decided to do a thorough job of cultivating. He cultivated
close and deep and cut a large number of roots. His corn also turned
yellow and he got no ears. I have since noticed that when weeds get a
start like that, it is safer to cut them off at the surface of the ground.
It is better to let them grow than to pull them out. Of course, they
should not be permitted to get that large. But they sometimes do in
spite of the best intentions.

Annual weeds, those which come up from seed and complete their
life cycle the same summer, are easy to kill, and the garden rake will
usually take care of them if the soil is not too hard. But weeds that have
fleshy roots or underground stems are more difficult to get rid of. If a
gardener has the misfortune to start his garden in a patch of quack
grass3 he is in for trouble as most mulching materials will not help him

much, A sharp hoe is the only solution, or, if he can dig out most of the
white stem-like roots, he will weaken the weed enough so that persistent
hoeing will kill it These root-stems are stored with energy provided
for them by the leaves, and every time the leaves have a chance to grow
for a week or so, the roots will store up a fresh supply. The idea is to
keep the young leaves from growing. Usually, if they are hoed off three
or four times, they will be so weakened that they will die out. Canada
thistles must be treated in a similar manner. Bindweed or wild morning-
glory makes large fleshy roots that will keep sending up young plants
all summer. This is the most persistent weed of all. It should be dug up
by deep cultivation followed by careful hoeing.